All YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE COMESA FAIR
1. What does COMESA stand for?

   "Common Market for East and Southern African Countries"

2. Which countries are COMESA members?

Angola, Rwanda, Djibouti, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo,  Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Seychelles, Swaziland, Namibia, Kenya, Zambia, Comoros,

3. What is the name of the Trade Fair? 

   "1st COMESA International Trade & Investment Fair' 
4. What are the objectives of the trade fair?

· To introduce African products to the US market
· To create networking venue for American and African entrepreneurs
· To promote more awareness on AGOA benefits and privileges
· To conduct opportunity workshops and buyer/seller meetings where issues of mutual US/African interest will be discussed
5. What are the dates of the event?

   August 23-29, 2004

6. Where is the venue of the trade fair?

  "Washington Convention Center"

   801 Mount Vernon Place NW

   Washington DC 2001

   Phone: (202) 249-3000 and 1-800-368-9000

   Fax:   (202) 249-3533

   Email: www.dcconvention.com
   Floor Area:  112, 000 Sq. Ft. 
7. What are the main events?

· The opening day ceremony will be an event of both economic and cultural significance. American and African government officials, corporate executives, investment bankers, and many who believe in the enormous potentials of US/Africa trade will be present. Guests will be treated to African music and cultural shows.

· The subsequent days are also packed with different lively programs like buyer/seller meetings and opportunity workshops. 

8. What are the hotel rates and reservation procedures?

    The fair management has negotiated special rate with the following 4 star area hotel.

Washington Plaza Hotel

10 Thomas Circle NW

Washington DC 20005

Special rate: US$79.00 plus tax

Telephone: (202)-408-6154

www.washingtonplazahotel.com
Distance from the Convention Center: 4 blocks

Use the following code number for reservation at the discounted rate........

9. About the Organizers:

While USA and African governments spared no effort in paving the way for increased trade between the two continents, it had always been their desire that soon the private sector will take the leading role in this venture. COMESA Secretariat’s effort of encouraging the private sector bear fruit when Ethiopian Investment Promotion Service (EIPS), www.ethioinvest.org, and its associate in the USA, MADA Corporation took up the challenge of organizing trade fairs. 

EIPS, located in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia is one of the premier trade and investment promotion organizations. It has organized several local and international trade and investment fairs in Ethiopia and received a number of awards and accolades. 
One such trade fair which took place from May 7-16 2004 in Addis Ababa attracted several participants from African, Asian and European countries and was visited by hundreds of thousands. The fair was so successful that many who participated on the event decided to participate in the forthcoming COMESA fair of Washington DC and on the one that is scheduled to take place in Germany in 2005.
10. Expectations:

· The trade fair organizers expect significant exhibitor turn out. They also expect thousands of visitors from all over the United States and the Washington DC metropolitan area. Along with the actual trade fair, the buyer/seller meetings and opportunity workshops are also expected to generate significant business deals and promising future. 
	[image: image1.png]



	COMESA International Trade & Investment Fair (USA) Management Office

2121 K St. NW, Suite 800.Washington DC 20037
Tel: (202) 261-6531 Fax: 202-261-3508 
Website: www.comesapromotion.com
E-mail: info@comesapromotion.com
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